A Morphological Study of Konglish by Olariu, Ligia
Northeastern Illinois University 
NEIU Digital Commons 
NEIU Student Research and Creative Activities 
Symposium 
2021 NEIU Student Research and Creative 
Activities Symposium 
Apr 22nd, 9:45 AM 
A Morphological Study of Konglish 
Ligia Olariu 
Northeastern Illinois University 
Follow this and additional works at: https://neiudc.neiu.edu/srcas 
Olariu, Ligia, "A Morphological Study of Konglish" (2021). NEIU Student Research and Creative Activities 
Symposium. 1. 
https://neiudc.neiu.edu/srcas/2021/s39/1 
This Event is brought to you for free and open access by the Conferences and Symposia at NEIU Digital Commons. 
It has been accepted for inclusion in NEIU Student Research and Creative Activities Symposium by an authorized 
administrator of NEIU Digital Commons. For more information, please contact h-owen3@neiu.edu,l-
wallis@neiu.edu. 
A MORPHOLOGICAL STUDY OF KONGLISH 
Ligia Olariu 
Department of Linguistics, Northeastern Illinois University, Chicago, IL 60625 
 
Konglish is a linguistic phenomenon that has received a great deal of attention from a number of 
different language experts. There are ongoing debates in connection to what constitutes 
Konglish, what language category it fits into, and to what degree it can be considered an 
emerging independent phenomenon. While some sociolinguists consider Konglish to be a 
Koreanized version of English, i.e. a Korean adaptation of the English language as a result of 
language contact, others opine that it is a developing hybrid language variety. Through the use of 
corpus data, this study demonstrates that both of these assessments are correct to varying 
degrees. While many of the lexical items borrowed from English into Korean are found in the 
Korean lexicon simply as direct borrowings containing phonological adaptations, native Korean 
speakers have developed a new form of language variety which combines the two languages to 
produce neologisms. This presentation analyzes the morphosyntactic processes by which these 
lexicalizations are produced. This study briefly discusses how English lexical items are borrowed 
and incorporated into the Korean language, thus demonstrating that Koreanized English is a valid 
analysis of the language; it then delves deeply into the particular morphosyntactic mechanisms 
by which Korean speakers fuse English and Korean words to create a new pseudolect, Konglish. 
 
